FROM    SEA    TO    SKY

naval days this sort of party would have brightened many a
departure from Portsmouth dockyard, usually a grim business,
but I admit I cannot picture the dockyard matey picking up the
debris afterwards.

We had a comfortable trip, and on the morning of the third
day I got up early to see the beautiful view as the ship entered
the Cook Strait, which separates the North and South Island.
It was a pity that the legendary dolphin, "Pelorus Jack,35 was
no longer there to escort us into Wellington as he had done
regularly over a period of years to so many ships. He would have
completed the thrill of seeing New Zealand for the first time.

It did not take very long for the experts of the Mission to
discover that the manufacturing capacity of the Dominion was
not sufficient to justify our recommending the construction of
large metal aircraft. On the other hand it was clear that aviation
had already been developed to a considerable extent. The young
men of New Zealand made good airmen, and many, trained in
the Dominion, had joined the Royal Air Force. Many more were
under training in order to implement the promise of the Govern-
ment, made to us at the time of the Munich crisis, to supply
i ,000 pilots per annum in case of war. This latter figure was
subsequently amended to 1,200 aircrew.

The scope for civil air transport was considerable, and the
services which were running were well patronized, particularly
those between the North and South Islands. The aircraft in use
were either de Havillands or small Lockheeds. As in the case of
most countries, the airfields which had been originally selected
and prepared were far too restricted in size for high-wing-loading
modern air-liners. No sooner had one extension been completed
than the next had to be started. Some of the airfields in New
Zealand had limitations in this respect, due to hills or mountains
close by. Particularly was this the case at Rongotai, the terminal
airport of Wellington, where'the approach to the airfield from
one direction was over the peak of an adjacent hill; the top was
being cut off to improve matters*

Our Air Mission recommended the establishment of a factory
where small elementary training aircraft of wooden construction
could be built. I think the Ministers to whom we expressed this
recommendation were somewhat disappointed at such a dis-
closure of their limitations-in industrial capacity, but in the years
of peace to come, when the question of balancing their export of
primary products with imports of industrial machinery arises,
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